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Introduction

Because crocodile attacks on humans are not
a major problem for countries or provinces, little
time or money is spent trying to prevent them.
However, for the victims, crocodile attacks can be
devastating. People are killed or disabled, bring-
ing grief, fear and in rural areas also poverty to
them, their families and communities. Crocodiles
may be killed in revenge. Wildlife conservation
authorities and local people may have serious
disagreements about what to do about such
attacks. This guide aims to help reduce these
oroblems. To do this, we are collecting long-term
information on croc attacks. So far, this guide
includes information from reports on 96 crocodile
attacks involving 101 people in South Africa
and Swaziland from 1984-2014. We have 800+
attack records for Nile crocodiles across Africa,
included on our database and website CrocBITE
(http://www.crocodile-attack.info/).
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How this guide works

1. This guide first introduces the bigger picture of human and crocodile interactions
in Africa.

2. The guide next presents a summary of what we know so far about attacks in the region
3. It shows you where and when crocodile attacks have been happening in your region.
Crocodiles (like humans) are influenced by environmental factors like rainfall, water levels
and temperature. We explore which of these might influence why attacks occur seasonally.
4. Next the guide shows you to whom crocodile attacks have been happening, offering
profiles of victims by age group, gender (male or female), and activity (what people were
doing when they were attacked).

5. There are four case studies of attacks from your region.

6. The guide explores some Nile crocodile biology and behaviour to explain why croco-
diles are such brilliant predators and why it is so important to be careful in places where
crocodiles live. We look at what sizes of crocodiles have been involved in attacks, and
what happened to them following the attacks.

7. There is advice on how to avoid crocodile attacks, and what to do if you get bitten.

8. The guide concludes with a croc attack report form for you to use. This form also sum-
marises the questions we need to answer so we can better understand crocodile attacks.

Humans and Nile crocodiles in Africa:
the bigger picture

their and  we crocodiles were still the top predators in the

humans and our ancestors,

Crocodiles  and ancestors,

have lived along- waterways. Then, in the second half of the twenti-

side each other in Africa for millions of years. One
ancient crocodile was even named Crocodylus
which  means human-eating
the

bones of our ancestors found at Olduvai Gorge in

anthropophagus,

crocodile, because some of fossilised
Tanzania show its bite marks. With their big brains
and their weapons, our African ancestors became

the top predators on land, but for the longest time,

eth century, humans began to hunt Nile crocodiles
(Crocodylus niloticus) in all the places where they
used to be safe. (African slender-snouted crocs are
seldom hunted as far as we know, and Dwarf
but
commercially for skins.) Following World War

Crocodiles are hunted for meat, not

Two, humans had lots of guns, and boats with
outboard motors, so they could find crocodiles in






