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Crocodile attacks in South Africa and Swaziland, 1984 - 2014

Where do attacks happen?

Region

INCIDENTS

Total number of attacks: 96

Swaziland
Districts with attacks
       Lubombo 12
       Hhohho  5
       Manzini  3

South Africa
Provinces with attacks
       KwaZulu-Natal 38
        Limpopo  23
        Mpumalanga  14
        North West  1

Number of attacks

Data for South Africa and Swaziland



Summary findings on croc attacks 
in South Africa & Swaziland



Water body

River
or stream
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When do attacks happen?
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How do some victims survive?

They escape

28

49%

They get rescued

24

42%

Unknown

4

7%

Both

1

2%



VICTIMS

Total number of victims: 101
Some attacks involved multiple victims.

Victim profiles and outcomes

Data for South Africa and Swaziland

Fatal
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Who gets attacked?

Total number of victims: 101

VICTIMS

Data for South Africa and Swaziland
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Changes in victim profiles over time 

Victim activity profiles

Data for South Africa and Swaziland
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per 5-year period
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Total number of victims: 101

Victim gender

Girls 
(0-19)

Men 
(20+)

KEY FACTS

Data for South Africa and Swaziland

Total number of victims: 101

Most dangerous activity

66%
of victims 
were males 
(but 13% 
unknown)

40%
of victims 
were swimming 
or bathing 
(but 8% 
unknown)

Boys 
(0-19)

Women 
(20+)

See page 14 for key to icons



Total number of attacks: 96

See page 7 for key to icons

Most dangerous water body Victim age

74%
of attacks took place
in rivers or streams
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45%
of victims 
(where age is 
known) were 
in the age 
group 10-19

Total number of victims: 101



Unknown

11

Escaped

67

Injured &
escaped

9

Are crocs usually found near the attack site? 

Unknown
16

No
1

Sometimes
10

Yes
69

Total number of attacks: 96Total number of attacks: 96

Crocodile species responsible for attacks in the region: Nile crocodile Crocodylus niloticus

What happens to the croc? 

Killed

4

Caught &
relocated

5

 

 



How big are the crocs involved in attacks?

Size 
unknown

Large
(>3.5m)

Medium
(2-3.5m)

Small
(0-2m)

3

6

10

77
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